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For too long, researchers have regarded local dynamism as the result of the actions of certain

entrepreneurs. If this were the case, how could we explain the simultaneous presence of `winning',

stagnating or declining areas with very similar socioeconomic profiles within the same region?

Departing from this restrictive and somewhat inadequate approach, Pierre-Andre Julien considers

entrepreneurship as a collective behaviour specifically related to the dynamism of the milieu in

which it develops. The author introduces a complex, innovative theory of local entrepreneurship,

demonstrating that the emergence of new ventures and the development of existing enterprises

cannot be understood without taking into account certain factors: locale, social capital, networking

and entrepreneurial culture within a given area are all crucial to entrepreneurial growth. Expanding

upon this theory, the book demonstrates how entrepreneurship can be fostered in order to support

collective development. Various forms of partnership among socioeconomic actors are then

analysed to highlight the social conventions and entrepreneurial culture that connect and intensify

the energies at the root of local dynamism. This highly original book represents a departure from

entrepreneurship literature that is largely limited to the study of entrepreneurs' behaviour. Its

dynamic presentation of holistic theory will prove an extremely absorbing read for those with an

academic or professional interest in business and management, entrepreneurship and regional

development.

Hardcover: 322 pages

Publisher: Edward Elgar Pub (March 30, 2008)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 1847203884

ISBN-13: 978-1847203885

Product Dimensions:  1 x 6.2 x 9.2 inches

Shipping Weight: 6.8 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:   Be the first to review this item

Best Sellers Rank: #850,551 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #220 inÂ Books > Business &

Money > Human Resources > Knowledge Capital   #695 inÂ Books > Textbooks > Business &

Finance > Entrepreneurship   #5519 inÂ Industrial & Scientific > Industrial Power & Hand Tools >

Welding & Soldering



`The principal audience for this book seems to be deliberately and most certainly an academic one;

that said, those practitioners from a business management or central/local government

support-agency background might also find the text a useful resource. Intrinsically, those employed

teaching and researching within the fields of entrepreneurship or regional economic development

will find this publication an invaluable and indispensable reference tool. . . After an excellent,

cohesive and informative introductory chapter, which places the book firmly in the field of regional

entrepreneurship theory development, the reader is effortlessly prepared for the intellectually

challenging read ahead. . . this book is well laid out and it is easy for the reader to pick up the thread

of the argument, even after a lay-off. The endnotes after each chapter are useful and

comprehensive, adding richness to the text through the additional information. The bibliography is

as comprehensive as it is exhaustive. . . Professor Julien has given us a book that presents both an

interesting and alternative perspective to the field of entrepreneurial cross-disciplinary research.' --

Paul J. Ferri, International Journal of Entrepreneurial Behaviour and Research `. . . it is my view that

this book gives a very important contribution for the understanding of development of local

entrepreneurship, through its cross-disciplinary approach. I see the book is especially interesting

from an entrepreneurship and a regional development perspective. . . this book should inspire

research that takes a more holistic approach using different levels of analysis and applies it to

economic development at a local/territorial level, when studying entrepreneurship.' -- Einar Lier

Madsen, International Small Business Journal `The reader who is interested in entrepreneurship

and/or regional development will find this book a welcome contribution to the field.' -- Rainer Harms,

Entrepreneurship and Innovation

Pierre-Andre Julien, Professor Emeritus in the Economics of SMEs, Institute of Research on Small

Business, Universite du Quebec a Trois-Rivieres, Canada
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